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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: NOVEMBER 2002 

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-LT) was unchanged in November, before seasonal 
adjustment, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported today. The November level of 
181.3 (1982-84=100) was 2.2 percent higher than its level in November 2001. 

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.1 percent in 
November, prior to seasonal adjustment. The November level of 177.4 was 2.1 percent higher than the index in 
November 2001. 

CPI for All Urban Consumers fC'PI-Ul 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.1 percent in November, following an increase of 0.3 
percent in October. The index for food rose 0.2 percent in November. The index for food at home, which declined 
0.1 percent in October, increased 0.3 percent, reflecting upturns in the indexes for fruits and vegetables and for meats, 
poultry, fish, and eggs. Energy costs, which had increased in each of the four preceding months, declined 0,2 percent 
in November. Within energy, the index for petroleum-based energy declined 0.2 percent and the index for energy 
services decreased 0.2 percent. Excluding food and energy, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent in November, the same as in 
October. 


Table A. Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
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Seasonallv adjusted 



Un- 

Expenditure 


Changes from preceding month 


Compound 
mutual rate 

adjusted 

12-mos. 

Category 




2002 




3-mos. ended | 

ended 


May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. ’02 

Nov.’02 

All Items 

.0 

.1 

.1 

.3 

.2 

.3 

.1 

2.2 

2 2 

Food and beverages 

-.2 

1 

.2 

-.1 

.2 

.1 

.3 

2.3 

1.3 


.3 

.1 

.1 

.3 

.1 

.3 

.2 

2.2 

2.4 

Apparel 

-.6 

-.9 

-1.0 

1.1 

.1 

.0 

-.4 

-1.3 

-2.0 

Transportation 

-.4 

.1 

.3 

.4 

.3 

.6 

-.1 

3.2 

3.3 

Medical care 

.5 

.2 

.7 

.2 

.3 

.6 

.6 

6.1 

5.0 

Recreation 

-.1 

-.3 

.1 

,1 


.3 


1.1 

.9 

Education and 
communication 

.6 

.3 

.7 

.7 

-.2 

.0 


-.7 

2.1 

Other goods and 
services 

-.5 

1.0 

.0 

.5 

.4 

-.5 

.1 

-.4 

2.2 

Special Indexes 

Energy 

-.7 

n 

.4 

.6 

.7 

1.9 

-.2 

9.8 

8.0 


-.2 

wm 

.2 

-.1 

.2 

1 

,2 

2.1 

1.3 

All Items less 
food and energy 

; .2 

,i 

.2 

.3 

.1 

.2 

.2 

1.7 

2.0 


Sec page 3 and table 7 for the release of the Chained Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(C-CPI-U), a new supplemental index of consumer price change. 
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During the first 11 months of 2002, the CPI-U rose at a 2.6 percent seasonally adjusted annual rate (SAAR). 
This compares with an increase of 1.6 percent for all of 2001. The index for energy, which declined 13.0 percent in 
2001, increased at a 12.5 percent SAAR in the first 11 months of 2002. Petroleum-based energy costs increased at 
a 28.2 percent annual rate while charges for energy services showed no change. The food index has increased at a 
1.3 percent SAAR thus far this year, following a 2.8 percent rise for all of 2001. Excluding food and energy, the CPI- 
U advanced at a 2.1 percent SAAR in the first 11 months, following a 2.7 percent rise in all of 2001. 

The food and beverages index increased 0.3 percent in November, The index for food at home, which 
declined 0.1 percent in October, also increased 0.3 percent in November, reflecting upturns in the indexes for fruits 
and vegetables and for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs. The index for fruits and vegetables increased 1.0 percent, 
following a 0.9 percent decline in October. In November, the indexes for fresh vegetables and fresh fruits rose 2.1 
and 1.4 percent, respectively, while the index for processed fruits and vegetables decreased 1.7 percent. The index 
for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs, which declined 0.4 percent in October, increased 0.6 percent in November. Within 
the index for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs, the indexes for pork, poultry, fish and seafood, and eggs each turned up in 
November. The index for beef, which rose 0.1 percent in October, increased 0.4 percent in November. Poultry 
prices advanced in November despite a large decline in prices for turkey. The indexes for dairy products, for other 
food at home, and for cereal and bakery products rose 0.4, 0.3, and 0.1 percent, respectively. The index for 
nonalcoholic beverages decreased 0.7 percent, reflecting a drop in prices for carbonated drinks and noncarbonated 
juices and drinks. The other two components of the food and beverages index, food away from home and alcoholic 
beverages, increased 0.1 and 0.2 percent, respectively. 

The index for housing rose 0.2 percent in November. Shelter costs increased 0.3 percent in November, 
following a 0.2 percent rise in October. Within shelter, the index for rent rose 0.3 percent, owners' equivalent rent 
increased 0.1 percent, and the index for lodging away from home advanced 0.7 percent. (Prior to seasonal 
adjustment, the index for lodging away from home declined 3.2 percent.) The index for fuels and utilities was 
unchanged in November. The index for fuel oil decreased 0.2 percent in November, but prices for foel oil have risen 
10.9 percent in the first 11 months of 2002. Tn November, the indexes for electricity and for natural gas declined 0.3 
and 0.1 percent, respectively. (Prior to seasonal adjustment, fuel oil prices rose 2.1 percent and charges for natural 
gas rose 4.5 percent, while charges for electricity fell 2.9 percent.) Tire index for household furnishings and operations 
declined 0.1 percent in November. 

The transportation index, which increased 0.6 percent in October, declined 0.1 percent in November. The 
index for gasoline registered its first decline since May—down 0.4 percent in November after increasing 3.8 percent in 
October. Gasoline prices have nsen 29.8 percent thus far this year, but remain 15.2 percent below their peak level in 
May 2001. The index for new vehicles turned down in November after registering increases of 0.5 and 0.4 percent in 
September and October, respectively. During the last 12 months, new vehicle prices have declined 1.5 percent. (As 
of November, about 55 percent of the new' vehicle sample was represented by 2003 models. The 2003 models will 
continue to be phased in, with appropriate adjustments for quality change, over the next several months as they 
replace old models at dealerships. For a report on quality changes for the 2003 vehicles represented in the Producer 
Price [ndex sample, see news release USDL-02-634, dated November 15,2002.) The index for used cars and 
trucks declined 1.4 percent in November to a level 5.5 percent lower than in November 2001. Airline fares declined 
for the third consecutive month-down 0.8 percent in November-and are 3.2 percent lower than a year ago. 

The index for apparel registered its first decline since July-down 0.4 percent in November. (Prtor to seasonal 
adjustment, apparel prices fell 1 (J percent, reflecting discounting of prices for women’s wear.) 

The medical care index rose 0.6 percent in November to a level 5.0 percent above its level a year ago. The 
index for medical care commodities—prescription dmgs. nonprescription drugs, and medical supplies—increased 0.4 
percent. The index for medical care services rose 0.6 percent in November. Charges for professional services rose 
0.3 percent and those for hospital and related services increased 1.2 percent. 

The index for recreation, winch rose 0.3 percent in October, was unchanged in November. Continued 
declines in the indexes for pets and pet products, for photography, and for toys, coupled with a smaller increase in the 
index for admissions to movies, theaters, concerts, and spoiling events, were responsible for the deceleration in this 
major group. 

In November, the index for education and communication was unchanged for the second consecutive month. 
The education index rose 0.4 percent, reflecting an increase hi the index for college textbooks. The index for 


PM3006787318 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/qpmx0001 



communication costs declined 0.4 percent, reflecting decreases in the indexes for telephone services and for personal 
computers and peripheral equipment—down 0.1 and 3.4 percent, respectively. 


The index for other goods and services, which declined 0.5 percent in October, increased 0.1 percent in 
November. Prices for cigarettes were unchanged in November, following a 3.3 percent decline in October. 

CPT for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W3 

On a seasonally adjusted basts, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers increased 0.1 percent 
in November. 


Table B. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-Wj 






Seasonally adjusted 



Un- 

Expenditure 


Changes from preceding month 


Compound 
annual rate 

adjusted 

12-mos. 

Category 




2002 




3-mos. ended 

ended 


May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. ’02 

Nov. ’02 

All Items 

-.1 

.1 

.2 

.3 

.2 

.2 

.1 

2.1 

2 1 

Food and beverages 

-.2 

.1 

.1 

-.1 

.2 

.1 

.2 

2.1 

1.2 

Housing 

.3 

.1 

.2 

,2 

.2 

.3 

.2 

2.5 

2.4 

Apparel 

-.8 

-.9 

-1.0 

1.1 

.1 

-.2 

-.2 

-1.3 

-2.0 

Transportation 

-.6 

.2 

.4 

.5 

.3 

.5 

-.2 

2.1 

3.4 

Medical care 

.5 

.1 

.8 

.2 

.3 

.7 

.6 

6.4 

5.1 

Recreation 

Education and 

-.2 

-.3 

.1 

.0 

.0 

.3 

-.1 

.8 

.6 

communication 

Other goods and 

.7 

.3 

.7 

.7 

-.2 

.0 

.0 

-.7 

1.8 

services 

Special Indexes 

-.9 

1.5 

.0 

.8 

.6 

-.9 

.0 

-1.3 

2.6 

Energy 

1.3 

.2 

.4 

.7 

.7 

1.9 

-.2 

10.5 

8.7 

Food 

All Items less 

-.2 

.1 

.2 

-.1 

.2 

.1 

.2 

2.1 

1.1 

food and energy 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.3 

.2 

.1 

.1 

1.3 

1.7 


Chained Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (C-CPI-U) 

The C-CPI-U declined 0.1 percent in November on a not seasonally adjusted basis. The November level of 
106.1 (December 1999=100) was 1.9 percent higher than the index in November 2001. Table 7 contains tire most 
recent indexes for all items and the component series that are published. Data will be published monthly in the CPI 
Detailed Report and are available on the CPI home page: http://www.bls.gov/cpi/ . Please note that the indexes for the 
post-2000 period are subject to revision. 


Consumer Price Index data for December are scheduled for release on Thursday, January 16, 2003, at 8:30 
A.M. (EST). Releases for the remainder of 2003: 


Feb. 21 
Mar. 21 
Apr. 16 


May 16 
June 17 
July 16 


Aug. 15 Nov. 18 

Sep. 16 Dec. 16 

Oct. 16 Jan. 15,2004 
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